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Article
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SOCIAL prediction
TIME-varying systems

Cross-validation
democratic vulnerability
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How substantial is democracy as a cause of transnational terrorist attacks? Can our identification of democratic political systems
help us to anticipate the flow of transnational terrorism? We seek to address these questions by analyzing data on transnational
terrorist incidents from 1968 to 2007. We rely on receiver operating curves as a diagnostic tool to assess forecasting abllity of
various models of terrorist activity. Our analyses yield four central conclusions. First, our model of transnational terrorism provides
a fairly strong basis for forecasting attacks—at least at the (relatively broad) level of the country-year. Second, while the overall
farecasting capacity of this model is fairly strong, democracy adds very little to our capacity to forecast terrorist attacks relative to a
parsimonious model that includes only distance and the prior history of terrorism. Collectively, these two variables perform about
as well as a much more broadly specified model in forecasting terrorist attacks out of sample. Third, the model is highly redundant
in a prediclive sense. That is, many if not most of the other variables appear to provide similar information in terms of identifying
terrorist altacks. Finally, we suggest that scholars focus on the development of more fine-grained and time-variant predictive
indicators in order to improve our ability to forecast transnational terrorism. [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR]
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' A forecasting analysis of regime type and the risk of terrorist attack
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ystems help us to anticipatq British Accent 1al terrorism? We seek to address these questions by analyzing data
n transnational terrorist incidents from 1968 to 2007. We rely on receiver operating curves as a diagnostic tool to
1ssess forecasting ability of various models of terrorist activity. Our analyses yield four central conclusions. First, our
nodel of transnational terrorism provides a fairly strong basis for forecasting attacks—at least at the (relatively broad)
avel of the country-year. Second, while the overall forecasting capacity of this model is fairly strong, democracy adds
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uggest that scholars focus on the development of more fine-grained and time-variant predictive indicators in order to
nprove our ability to forecast transnational terrorism.

@ Listen = B 0
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Introduction

Expanding research into terrorism has improved our understanding of the determinants and consequences of terrorism.
Nevertheless, the increased attention to the topic has also yielded controversies and inconsistent findings ([ 49] ; [ 59] ).
Perhaps one of the central questions affected by such controversy is the impact of democratic political institutions on the
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